WAVES TENATIVE AGENDA
July 2011

Sunday, July 17, 2011










Room Assignments
9:00 AM


WAVES OFFICERS AND LOCAL ARRANGEMENTS





11:00 AM to 5:00 PM
WAVES Conference Registration




(Dress for the entire conference is casual)

 2:00 PM – 6:00 PM
Pre-Conference Workshop: 




Certification Basics for New Certifying Official’s &




Post-9/11 GI Bill for Non-College Degree Institutions


Presenter:  ELR: Judy Hernandez 








      ELR: Rita Stewart
7:30 PM – 9:00 PM
Hospitality
Monday, July 18, 2011
7:30 AM – 9:00 AM
Registration (Registration will also be open during break times)
9:00 AM
to 9:45AM
Welcome Session (Coffee/Tea)



Moderator: Sharon Maggard, WAVES President




Color Guard –



Pledge of Allegiance




National Anthem







Jason McClellan, Director, Regional Processing Office, Muskogee, OK



Phyllis Curtis, Education Officer, Regional Processing Office, Muskogee, OK


                 (Introduction of staff)




Linda Alexander, Texas Veterans Commission                                                                                                          


(Introduction of various SAAs)




Michael Ball, Past President, National Association of State                                                 


Approving Agencies











Any Announcements

9:45 AM to 11:30 AM
General Session: Post-9/11 GI Bill Educational Improvements                                                                


Act of 2010 & Central Office Updates & Legislative Updates Presentation                                             


(Questions & Answers)



Presenter:  Keith Wilson, Director, Education Service, VACO
11:30 AM to Noon
General Session: Illuminating Solutions                                                                              


Sharing results of information gathered from group                                                                         


of senior School Certifying Officials across the region                                                                  


about discerning upcoming challenges and possible ideas for solutions.                                                          


Presenters: Loma Brannon, VA Certifying Official, Rose State College              



Vicki Henson, VA Certifying Official, Cameron University
Noon to 1:30 PM

Lunch On Your Own
1:30 PM to 2:00 PM
General Session: American Legion                                                                                                 


Presenter:  Robert Madden, Assistant Director,                                                                     


National Economic Commission, The American Legion National Headquarters
2:00 PM to 2:45 PM
General Session: National VA Voc Rehab & Changes with Post-9/11 




Improvements Act of 2010                                                                         




Presenter: J. Margarita Cocker, Deputy Director, VR&E Service




2:45 PM to 3:15 PM 
General Session: Vet Center                                                                                       



Presenter:
3:15 PM to 3:45 PM
Break - WAVES Delight Break
3:45 PM to 5:30 PM
Breakouts by state with SAAs and ELRs







with Certifying Officials: (An opportunity to discuss with 





your SAA & ELR questions that may be state specific to the 





Post-9/11 GI Bill – Ch 33 changes)




1) California - 




2) Texas -






3) Utah, New Mexico & Arizona -
                                      





4) Hawaii, Nevada, Oregon & Washington - 




5) Alaska, Idaho, Oklahoma -





6) Arkansas, Alabama, Louisiana & Mississippi - 
Tuesday, July 19, 2011

Workshops: (Morning round of workshops will be offered 3 times this morning)
A. Education Benefits Comparison

SESS: Chuck Rice                                                                                                                                                          ELR: Karen Frantz                                                                                                                                                              ELR: Ellis Yeager

B. Military Friendly Campuses/Boots to Campus
What things can we do? Brainstorming ideas on approaches to being military                                                  friendly (multiple type institutional perspectives). Brainstorm ideas on how to                                                            help service members with transition from service. Strategies for setting up                                                  our offices, helping students get credit for military training and experience,                                                            and IT reports for reporting and retention strategies.                                                                                         Presenters: Annabelle Smith, VA Certifying Official, Central Texas College                                                                          
     Debra Crosby, VA Certifying Official, Texas Tech University                                                                                                                                      

C. Got Questions?  Customer Service has the Answers…
-Financial Aid Letters
- Release of Information to 3rd Parties

-Check Tracers
-RNW

-Hazelwood                                                                                                                                                                                              
                                                                                                                                                                                       SESS: Sherry Scott











ELR: Judy Hernandez








          Coach: Terry Scantlen                
D. Financial Assistance (Panel)
Elimination of break pay, ideas of options to assist students financially                                                                  with the changes, Ideas on finding other sources 




              Presenters: Debbie Alexander, VA Certifying Official, Vernon College



       Sarah Minnis, VA Certifying Official, Texas A&M University


8:00 AM to 9:10 AM 
Workshop
9:10 AM to 9:25 AM 
Break
9:25 AM to 10:35 AM 
Workshop
10:35 AM to 10:50 AM
Break (Sodas)
10:50 AM to 12:00 PM
Workshop
Noon to 1:15 PM

Lunch On Your Own
Workshops: (Afternoon round of workshops will be offered 3 times this afternoon)

E.   VA-Once Tips and Tricks







        SESS: Daryl Carson








          ELR: Zachary Johnson








          ELR: Susan Clark



F.   How do we reach this new generation of Veterans (panel)
What’s VA doing to reach our veterans and their families?




               Presenters: Lindsey Wathen, VA Certifying Official, California State University at Sacramento          Nathaniel Donnelly, VA Certifying Official, San Diego State University        
 

     Patricia Ingram, VA Certifying Official, University of Oklahoma Health Sciences


G. National Guard 

Who’s eligible? Who’s paying what? How are things going to work with the new legislation?    Presenters: MAJ Jeremy Serafin, Army National Guard National Level GI Bill Program Manager                 CPT Derek Musgrave, Army National Guard National Level GI Bill Assistant Program Manger
           Ms. Casey Roebuck, GI Bill Support Team Program Manager, Army National Guard GI Bill Support Team                                                                               Mr. Rick Velasquez, Technical Support Specialist, Army National Guard GI Bill Support Team
H. Work study – The Best Kept Secret






         SESS: Rusty Young







                         ELR: Paula Terry









          ELR: Ray Hawley


1:15 PM to 2:25 PM
Workshop

2:25 PM to 2:40 PM
Break

2:40 PM to 3:50 PM
Workshop

3:50 PM to 4:05 PM
Break (Sodas)
4:05 PM to 5:15 PM
Workshop

7:15 PM 
President’s Reception/Dinner


Speaker: Military.com









Presenter: Terry Howell, Managing Editor 


Business Meeting/Elections


Awards



Nano & Kindle Giveaway



Dance

Wednesday, July 20, 2011

Workshops: (Morning round of workshops will be offered 3 times this morning)

I. Challenges of Payments 

-Reporting T&F

-Refunds

-Debts  
                                                                                                                                                                          










          ELR: Terry Cahill





















         ELR: Ray Hawley                                                                                             



                   
 









          ELR: Zachary Johnson
J. Helping Students and Institutions with the Math

How does VA calculate payment amounts? How is entitlement charged? How much BAH will students receive? Order of payments to students and schools.  How do we estimate how much online students are going to receive for BAH? Active Duty & Caps & Book stipends? Kickers and how are those payments going to work? Reporting fees? National test reimbursements?














                                          ELR: Paula Terry









          ELR: Ellis Yeager








                          ELR: Judy Hernandez
     
K. Yellow Ribbon Program 

What amount is VA covering for your students? 




       

    ELR: Susan Clark









           ELR: Rita Stewart


L. Grade Reporting: F, I, U, W and AW Grades





        SESS: Diana Davis









          ELR: Suzanne Swafford








          ELR: Karen Frantz

8:00 AM to 9:10 AM 
Workshop

9:10 AM to 9:25 AM 
Break

9:25 AM to 10:35 AM 
Workshop

10:35 AM to 10:50 AM
Break (Sodas)
10:50 AM to 12:00 PM
Workshop

Noon to 1:15 PM

Lunch On Your Own
Workshops: (Afternoon round of workshops will be offered 3 times this afternoon)

M. Prior Credit                                                                                                                                                   Presenter: Loma Brannon, VA Certifying Official, Rose State College                                                                                                       ELR:  Terry Cahill                                                                     
N. Compliance Survey                                                                                                                                                               ELR: Suzanne Swafford








           ELR: Zachary Johnson       







                         ELR: Karen Frantz   









O. Education Benefits for Dependents
-Transferability

        -Marine Gunnery Sergeant John David Fry Scholarship




                         










         ELR: Rita Stewart










         ELR: Susan Clark










      ELR: Ellis Yeager
P.
Program approvals/ Course approvals   
How does it work now? How are SAA’s roles changing? Is it changing who we submit materials to regarding academic calendars, ect?
1:15 PM to 2:25 PM
Workshop

2:25 PM to 2:40 PM
Break

2:40 PM to 3:50 PM
Workshop

3:50 PM to 4:05 PM
Break (Sodas)

4:05 PM to 5:15 PM
Workshop

Have a safe journey home!!
